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        Welfare Rights Initiative (WRI)

Access to Training and Education For All

Do you know that New York State Law permits students receiving public assistance to stay in school and secure education and training?
Public assistance participants can attend 2-year college and other approved educational programs for up to 12 months (4 semesters.)
· Students receiving Public Assistance (PA) can attend 2-year college (Human Resources Administration (HRA) approved majors) and other HRA approved educational programs for up to 12 months (4 semesters) and have their credit hours count as work participation (HRA Policy Directive #05-01-EMP and #04-14-EMP).

Students in 4-year and 2-year college may count work-study, internships and externships as work activity.  The law applies to all public assistance participants whether you have children or not, and whether you are in 2-year or 4-year college (HRA P.D #02-07-EMP).
· All students (both 4-year and 2-year colleges) receiving PA and approved to participate in work-study, internships, and externships can count every hour in placement towards meeting their work requirement. (HRA P.D. #02-07-EMP).  
· HRA cannot unreasonably deny participation in federal work-study, internships and other education and training activities (HRA P.D. #02-07-EMP).

· HRA cannot budget your work-study income into your public assistance grant. Work-study money is a federal grant and regarded as invisible for income computation and can’t be used to reduce food stamps either.

· If HRA decides to assign you additional work activities, it must make a “reasonable effort” not to conflict with your class schedule, or any internship, externship or work-study position. 

· The law applies to all public assistance participants whether you have children or not, and whether you are in 2 year or 4 year college.  (HRA P.D. #02-07-EMP)

New York City’s Human Resource Administration (HRA) has issued a policy directive on the law.  HRA policy directives #02-07-EMP, #05-01-EMP, and #04-14-EMP should be cited when working with welfare caseworkers as workers may not have up-to-date information on the law.

To date WRI, in close collaboration with CUNY Law School’s Economic Justice Project (EJP), has advised and assisted more than 4000 students who were at risk of being forced out of college.
WRI is a student activist and community leadership training organization located at Hunter College. WRI advocates for increased access to education and training for people receiving public assistance.

CALL WRI TODAY TO ATTEND THE NEXT “KNOW YOUR RIGHTS TRAINING” 212-650-3592.  
TRAININGS ARE HELD THE FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH, 1- 3PM 

AT HUNTER COLLEGE—68th Street/Lexington Ave, NYC
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